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reap fome advantages by it, I could not 
without contradicting myſelf. It is not 
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I may attain them, I ſhall then be afſuredly an 
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2K. to mankind in genctal. If, after chia, 
it be requifite to diſtinguiſi them into rational 
tions, relations, and conveniences ; and, after 
having determined what are the religion and 
morality of the man, determine what are thoſe 
of the eitiaen. In doing this, we ſhould be par- 


ticularly car-ful not to 1mitare friend 
M. Jai de Fleury, who, to a pe Jan- 
feniſm, would root up all natural law and mo- 
ral obhgation: fo that, to him, a con- 
tract between a Chriſtian and an infi tel muſt be 
void, beeauſe there is no law cummon to borid. 
Hence I ſaw there were two methods of ex- 
amining and comparing different religions : the 
one relative to the truth and faiſc hood they con- 
tained, cither with regard to the natucal or ſu- 
on which they were eſtabliſhed, 
the ideas we derive from 
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Turks! We think the ſame.— Aud you: 

We had formerly but confuſed ideas of this mat- 
ter, 443 
cred writings ; but we have been. ance 
encd, and x preſent are of the ſame opinion a8 
the Chriſtians.” 


e:y and the good of mankind; and having ob- 
tained almoſt uniform anſwers from every one; 
the would fay to them, (By the way, it 
is to be remembered that the Prieſts are baniſhed 
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Indeed, were it not fo, the ſubject ſhould 
ſurely be left at liberty to chuſe the alternative 
of leaving the kingdom with his effects, or of 
remaining, on condition of his conforming to 
the eſtabliſhed religion. But to compel 
to ſtay, and yet refuſe to tolerate them; to in · 
fiſt on their exiſtence and annihilation at the 
fame time; to deprive them of the common 
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pirit. 
a 
in the midi of ener, [it is very 1 


ſhall never be ambitious of that title, to which 
I I have no juſt pretenſions; nor do 
e , 3 «he yon, cut of madeſts ] 
Paſſeſſed of a multiplicity of knowledge [1 have 
learned to be ignorant, indeed, of a mult: 
of things which I imagined I knew which ne- 
vertheleſs hath nat ſerved to enlighten his under- 
Flanding, [it hath taught me to think itenlight- 
ened,] though he hath made uſe of it to darken the 
underflanding of athers. [The darkueſs of ig- 


norance is much better than the falſe light of 


error.] He is given up to paradoxes both in 
opinion and practice ; [certainly he is a great 
loſer by not thinking and acting like the reſt of 
the world I] waiting ſmplicity of manners with 
eftentation of deftrine ; [\izaplicity of manners 
elevates the foul—as to oſtentation of doctrine, 
I know not what is meant by it;] A zeal for 
ancient maxims, with a paſſion for eſtabliſhing 
the moſt ſingular novelties ; [there is nothing 
more new to us than ancient maxims 3] the c- 
ſecurity of retirement, with the deſire of being 
known te the whole world. 8 Lord, you 
Vor. X, H h „ 


| 
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aftray ; and hath played the oracle of the age, in 
erder to complete its deftruftion. Cl have already 


hath inſinuated all the poiſon of inordinate plea- 
fure, under pretence of prohibiting it. [Ob that 
I could but, indeed, ſubititute the real charms 
of plcaure inflead of the falle ones of drbavcd- 

ery * 
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ery! But be aſſured, my Lord, the clergy of 
„ r they have 
we in Ali *.] In the preſent, 
212 age of the carlieſt moments of life, 
— > 205 and Fre — 
a — [This imputation hath 
been already examined and refuted. } 
Such, my Lord, and even yet more cruel, is 
manner in which you treat me; with whom 
are not acquainted, and of whom you know 
nothing but by hearſay. Is this behaviour dic- 
tated by that morality of which you 
pr to be the defender ? We will ſuppoic 
you defirous of preſerving your flock from the 
contained in my book ; 
but why ſhould you, on this account, break out 
into perſonal abuſe of the author ? I know not 
what end you by ſuch unchri- 
ſtian- like conduct; but I know, that, to defend 
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L. 
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ly to the Deity. The impious are 
the right of exercifing the 


ignation 

ine eyes. Ye prieſts of the God of peace, 
doubt not but ye will one day be called on to give 
an account of the uſe you have made of his ! 
You treat me as an impoſtor ; and why ? I 


LIED OR. 
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| inſult us with impunity, it is 
even permitted us to complain ; but it we 


that I might cite you to appear e an equiĩ 
table tribunal, there to have a fair hearing, I 
on the behalf of my book, and you with your 
Mandate, you. will certainly be caſt, and fen- 
make me a reparation as public as hath 
offence. But you, my Lord, are in 


you certainly know your own, in ſuch a 
caſe. For my part, I have done mine, and have 
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A LeTTEx from a Gentleman at Neuf- 
chatel to his FRIEND. 
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fo long lain ſmothering in darkneſs, had b 
ſufficient warmth and fuel to burſt into a 
"The Reverend 


take fire at this kind of Remonſtrances; but the 
Civil i took the complaint into conſi - 
deration, and proſcribed the book. "The officer 
with the execution of this buſineſs ac- 


perſecution of Mr. J. J. Rouſſeau. 373 


very thing the moſt reprebenſihle F in our holy 
religion. What do you think, Sir, of this blun- 
der? How y pertinent was it to ſtum- 
dle ſo on the truth 

The re verend Aﬀembly however, 
to the 13th of March, when they determined to 
proceed againſt the author ; who, being adviſed 
of the diſturbance which the fermentation of 
this venerable body might occaſion in the ſte, 
thought it his duty, as 2 good citizen, to en- 
deavour to prevent the ſtorm. Co this end he 
ſent the following paper to Profeffor de Mont- 
mollin, the paſtor of his church, in order to 
have it commuaicated to the reverend Aﬀembly. 


The Declaration of Mr Ronſſean to the Aſſembly 
4 the — tranſmitied them by Profeſſor 


« Out of the deference I owe to Proſeſſor 


4 to treat of religion curforily in any new work 
*I may hereafter publiſh on any other ſubject: 
% Promiſing farther, to continue to diſplay, 


« both in my ſentiments and conduct, the — 


+ Probably inſtead of reſpeftable. 


This offer, which has lately been made hath diſ- 
ſipated much of that which had irritated the 
people againſt Mr Rousse Av : and this conſequence of its 


274 Anecdutes relative ts the 
* luc I ſet upon the happineſs of being united 
„% to the church. 
« Mr Profeffor is deſired to communicate this 
Declaration to the venerable Aſſembly. 
Mot iert, March 
10, 1765. 


Would you not think, Sir, you 
the extent of Chriſtian charity, and are a lover 


the 
ſolemn 
with re- 
propoſed 
to every 
thing that in this 
inguiſitoria l head 
was thought by 
this means clergy 
who were not preſent at their deliberations, 
could not 
tion I This 
long before 
rate : 
who correſpond with the court, had time 
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ppen i 
appointed for the 13th of March. 


ing this circumſtance, however, 


pos = w—_ my 6g nv, 
that Mr Roufſcau had written a new tract, en 


ticled Des Princes. Nobody pretended, in- 
. ly affirmed, 
notwithſtanding, that all ariſtocratical govern- 
ments, and in that of Berne, were 


very ill treated in it. So mighty ofhicious, in- 
ö ates ic tis ot, he dey 


EVen 


376 Anecdites relative to the 


even wrote from Berne, to Mir F ** ®, Printer 
at Yverdon, defiring him to procure the book of 
Mr Rouſſcau, in order to print and publiſh it , 


Mr Rouſſeau ſaw into the deſign of this offi- 
ciouſneis, and accordingly wrote to Mr F * * * 


the him 
I 


« Stn, Motiers, March 14, 1765. 

« ] did not write the work, entitled Des 
&« Princes ; I have not even ſeen it; nay, I 
„ doubt whether any ſuch work exiſts. I can 
« eahly gueſs whence fuch a ſtory proceeds, 
„ and for what purpoſe it is calculated. At the 
« fame time, my enemies do themſelves juſtice 
in attacking me with arms fo worthy of their 
„ cauſe. As I have never difavowed any work 
“I have really written, I ought to be believed 
« when I ſpeak of ſuch as are not mine. I de- 
& fire, Sir, you will publiſh this Declaration, 
« for the fake of truth, and in juſtice to a man 
% who hath no other defence. 


4% Your humble ſervant, 
« J. J. Roussg au.“ 


convocation on the 13th of — — 
minated againſt him, in direct oppoſition to the 
conſtitution of this country, a ſentence of Ex- 
communication. Very prudently, however, 


LETTER to the Aſſembly of the CLAN. 


« 1 find ſolemnly fat in judge- 
« ment on Mr Rouſſeau, PRES 06 Let- 


4. to this, that it is unfortunate, or rather for- 
4 tunate, that the more attractive we find his 
VoL X. I i * gic- 


i bly can 
i which the Aﬀemt 
SR 
« with — 4 oy = 
into the work of which ie is its duty ; 
« po 5 s of his paſtor, —_— 
uthor by means of | _ 
= ite and publiſh 1 
Tr 
. n — 
a oy inting the projected edition 2 | 
Ii the adembly a& prudentiall — 
« Mig as farcher han to obtain theſe 
vc 
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** which will be two very conſiderable and dif- 
* ficult points gained . 


very dangerous 
extend the of tolera- 


. ſecond, it might 
ſpeaking half a word to him. Wunefs 
of letters written to one of his friends on 


«+ content of the Council of State; which I doubt, however, of 


«© by aſk for nothing for myſelf, but that I am determined ne- 
ver to make uſe of his intereſt at Court, to obtain any ching 
<< whatever relative to the country live in, which may be dit- 
od to the of it. I do notmean 


3980 Anecdotes relative to the 


« Aſſembly, convened to deircr.te on the pre- 
«« ſent affair, ſhould at with caution. It is 
« faid that the firſt mover of all its 
« reſides in a neighbouring capital, in the per- 
«© fon of an apoſtate ecclefaſtic z one who tecks 
« only, in this buſineſs, to do himſelf credit 
with a V' Alcmbert or a Volaire ; the rivals 
« or enemies of our celebrated Rouſſc au. 
„Would it not be ſcandalous tor an Aﬀembly 
« of Divines and Paſtors, fo great dittiu., uiſhed 
„ in he reformed part of Europe, to permit 
« themſelves thus to be aftuated, in > matter 
by an intri 
ſraſtiĩ to world ly pur - 
and pc N 
« think of hſtening to ſuch a perſon, when the 
ear hd, as + „ 
« Jencing or poor and honeſt, tho” 
« miſtaken unbeliever low cen they think of 
« being adviſed or directed by a man, who is 
« known to have the ſtricteſt connection with 
« an inventor of bawdy tales, defamatory hi- 
« ſtories, and the revivers of ſyſtems of impi 
« and materialiſm ? by one who piques himſc 
« as the higheſt merit, on being the creature, 
« the favourite, of the Ambaſſadors of a Crown 
« which is daily 32 > 
* countrymen and brethren for preachi 

“ Goſpel in its purity; rendering bimteif 2 
« this means even an accomplice in all the anti - 
« chriſtian cruelties of *? What a con- 
eee 
6s ions of ſuch a' cabal over an Aﬀembly 
—— 

This 

* Let not any reader be offended at theſe expreſſions, as 

ce confronted — — = 


depended on his excommuniea- 
tion ; that all the different members of the State 
highly intereſted themſelves in it ; that the al- 
lied Cantons, and particularly that of Berne, 
had threatened to reaounce its ancient alliance 


with this country, if Rouſſeau was not excom- 
municated. Nay, reports were even ſpread a- 
mong the women in the town and its neigh- 
bourhood, that Roufſcau, in his laſt work, had 
allir med that women had no fouls, but were 
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„ ample, I am unfit 
« indeed, — 
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« with greateſt reſpect, &c. 


& J. I. Rovusseau.” 


wy > hoy of March, twelve days 
deli of the reverend Aﬀem- 


em 
M. de Mon:mollin, writing to a friend at Ge- 


neva, is faid to have poſitively affured him, the 
ſentence of excommunication would paſs on Mr 


infringing the laws and conſtitution of the State. 
It was in vain he exclaimed agiinft that ſpecies 
of inquĩſition which the y of the Clergy 
had introduced, 6— -4 


« GENTLEMEN, 
On receiving citation of 51 
© determined, in N of my ill ſtare of hea, 
before > but find it im- 

„ polkble, norwith ding 


Fenſecutiam of Mr J. J. Rouſſeau. 387 


+ Mr Rouſſean might have added, that i 
a greater contraſt to proccedings, than even 


to this day in the like refuſal; though now they are deſirous of 
impoſing on individuals the yoke which they and their Pro- 
— — . Let heſe gentlemen 
begin at leaſt by lying Jows a regular and uniform creed of 
their own. For till we ſhall hardly be diſpoſed to forget a 
notorious and recent fact; which is, that in the laſt edition of 
2 little work, received into all our public ſchools, and pu- 
blithed under the immediate direction of our paſtors, without 
any regard to the inſpection of the civil magiſtrate, there are a 
number of texts of Scripture omitted, (doubtleꝶ for very 
good reafons,) and among others the following: 1 John v. 7. 

are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
Word, and the Holy Ghoſt ; and theſe three are own.” 
xiv. 49. * Let all things be done deceatly and in or- 


13- ©* And now abideth faith, hope, charity, 
; but the greateſt of theje is charity. 
alſo, z 'Tim. i. 5. John v. 39, 48. Rom. x. 9, zz. Tic. 
s Pet. ni. 13. Jude 20, 22, &c. 

It is certainly high time for the clergy to make ſome altera- 
tion in the doftrines commonly r: ceived. But to pretend to 
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„ ſhould require any 
« 1 abide by his 


n might be alſo added, And with one of the 


principal a! - 
vocates for the reformation, the celebrated THEODOR HE de 
Brza; who nevertheleſs ws not cited before a Conſiſturv 
for having faid, in 2 note on John ii. 23, 24. Non ſatis tute 
<< fides copum qui miraculis nituntur.” It is true, that in his time 
the word mat en was not an unmcaning term. 


J. J. Rouss gau.“ 

This declaration hath appeared in public long 
fince; but I think it would not be im to 
infert it on this occahon. Here, it is. 


The Derlaratian of My Roussz Au, previous 1 
his being admitted to the holy communion, after 


« predicament ; I expect, therefore, at your 
« hands, more equitable treatment. Be this, 
% however, as it may, the work carries its 
« own explanation with it z and as I can juſtif 
« it only by means of itfelf, I abandon it, fi 


« as it is, either to the approbation or cenfure 
« of 


Perfecution . J. J. unſfrau. 291 


« of the j reader, without undertaking 
to defend or pretending to diſavo it. 


« reafoner ſhould not openly appear a member 
«© of the church of Chriſt. 


*I ſhall wait on you, Sir, to receive a verbal 


« anfwer to this letter, and to conſult you re- 


the manner in which I to con- 
« duct myſelf on this occafion ; that I may give 
«© no of offence to a Miniſter whom I bo- 
„ nour, nor of fcandal to the congregation I 
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Tant de fiel entre-t-il dans Pame des devot: 


ſay you, can fuch ſpleen and ma- 
lice ariſe ? What can afford a ſufficient cauſe for 
this furious animofity ? A Paſtor, of whom Mr 
Rouffeau had ſpoken 


®* Particulirly in his letter to the archbiſhop of Paris, and 
in the firſt volume of the Letters written from the — la 
regard to theſe encomiums, a lady of this country, who knows 
the world well, very pleafantly faid, that ſhe had been offend- 
ed, as well as others, at the writings of Mr Rouffcan, ant 
that not leſ with his afſertiors K* 
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the world 


theſe paſſages reſpecting his paſtor. an 
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were of her 
tea, he anfwercd in 


; and when it was told Mr neg 
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396 Anecdotes relative to the 
Your Lordſhips will pleaſe to take under 
« convderation the feof ante of our mot ham: 


« that Lordſhips will pleaſe to direft our 
- cent by an neven'of Council ; which will 
be an additional motive to thoſe already ſub- 
« fiſting for putting 


A. H. BazexcexneT, A. Favnr, 
A. JEanRENAUD.” 


i« The Council of State, having received the 
« informations of Mr. Martinet, member of 
„ the Council, and Captain- of Val de 
« Travers, bearing date the 2 


2 Favre, — Barrelet and 
„ Jean- 
i teen b ben mates en and 


little proportioned to the value of that 2 
they were intended as a ſalary. 


— a i 
— agrecabl o the forms of 


3 
2 


4 ir and that whoſoever 


1 


1 
: 
f 


8 
8 
8 


a 


8 


| 
ih 
k 


1 


perſecution of Mr. J. J. Nunſcau. 


399 
2 | 22 
= ww 2 proper; 
&* but that ver to lay 
* the and 
* faid 
« | the 
« State, whois preſent, is required to par- 
„ ticular note. 

* As to the third article of the faid requeſt 
& of the four clders abovementioned, it is ar- 
« dered, That Mr Martinet, of State, 
„ Captain and Governor of Val de Travers, do 
„ make proper inquiry i 
. as well as into the 
& ſuch 
*” 

« de T 
66 

„ upon. , 
« farther 

Such, my 
things here 
Aſſembly 
have the good ſenſe to apply 
noli movere camarinam, and ſo much 
at leaſt to be quiet ; eſpecially after Mr Rouf- 


; 


arret, coming directly from the Council of State, and 
to xuthemticate the facts above recitee, reflects no little 
on our government; and will, to every good citi- 
aluable r a 


aſſures, indeed, our clergy will now fit down 
I : M ie Montmolli i 


. is may ſerve as another encomium on that ſove- 
zcign, under whoſe government we bave the happineſs to- 
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contained in it. This he publiſhed 
of Letters, to the number of nine the ſubſtance 
of which is contained inthe following fun-. 
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Adftratt of Profeſſor de MonTworLL ins Refu- 
| ation of the feregoing Libel | 

« If I had conſulted only my own peace and 
tranquillity, I ſhould have been filent with re- 


of underſtanding and ity. 
« A writer who is aſhamed to ſubſcribe his 
name to aſſertions or infinuations ing the 


moral character and reputation of another, 

been in all ages held in juſt deteſtation, as the 
moſt dangerous enemy to ſociety. Such a wri- 
ter, indeed, may be truly compared to an aſſaſſin, 
whe ſtabs a man in the dark, os deſtroys him while 
he ficeps fecurely in bis bed. His word, at 
leaſt, ought to paſs for nothing with the public, 
2s I have often heard Mr Rouffeau himiclt ac- 


Poe my own part, I am not afraid to fub- 
ſcribe my own name, nor to mention thoſe of 


* 


868 


++ tings, and that ardent defire he teſtiſied to be 
5 admitted to the communion of the faithful. _ 

« He again proteſted, that he was at heart a 
„ Chriſtian and a Proteſtant ; that he wus de- 
++ Graus of acting as fuch 3 and that he looked 


* 0:1 


« upan his participation at the Lord's table as 
| tithe 
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+ from the propaled admiſhon, | waned again 
„ on Mr Roufftay, and told bim that I was 
„ charged, ow the part of the to te- 


* A.!% by Mr Roufcap, 
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confined. I Gould not in that cafe have been 


the dupe to the goodneſs of my own heart, nor 
have had 
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frankly, Ian unable to account for it. Du to 
cankne to fafts, which I 
plain themſelves: i 
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412 Anecdotes relative tothe 
« ſhall have it; this, however, is my firſt at of 
% hoſtility, tho I have ſuffered many from them 
% who have been the i 


«© honour redound to you for 
% towards me and the juſtice you have already 
„ done me. N | 


K 
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only, were 
beit 
Win 
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„mi be ſaid that the had no bufineſs 
to take _— into conſideration ? 
of miniſters of the goſpel 
— — Ae 

— their Divine Maſter! The cler - 
— would have done the 


take wpon me to aver, that both 


notice of Emilius at the firſt appearance of that 
work; the venerable claſs made remon- 
ſtrances on this head to the Government in the 
year 1762, in order to prevent its being circu- 
lated in this county; a proof of which fact 
the writer may find by recurring to the regiſters 
of rhe Council of State. It is farther 
that in this remonſtrance the clafs did not men - 
tion the author's name; an inftance of that mo- 
deration for which they have been ever diſtin- 
guiſhed, notwithſtanding the libeller's malicious 
infinuations to the contrary. 

The miſtake of the crier, who imed the 
prohibition of Mr Rouſſeau's mance, was 
not lefs ridiculous than the anonymous writer's 
remark on it. But to proceed to facts of great- 


Er importance. 
The Afﬀembly of the appointed the 
12th and 13th of March *, in order to deliberate 
Vol. X. Mm on 


* M. de Montmollin was not preſent at the former meet- 
| 188 


ing which perhaps I did too much, but it was a 
proceeding which wy heart diftated. — 
; confined and 
— de — — 


was done there; much lefs that Mr Rouffcau's books were the 
ebjcfts of their dcliberation. 
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Anecdotes relative to the 
| I conceived Mr Roufſeau might in the 
interim be better adviſed, and that I ſhould hear 
from him: —Uä—ͤ—ͤt >> on of — 
day evening; when Mr Guyenet, Lieutenant 

Val-de-Travers, who has the honour to be in the 
good graces of Mr Rouſſeau, came to inform me, 
that Nr Rouſſeau had ſent for him to 
againſt me for the coldneſs with which I had re- 
ccived his declaration; and to tell him, that if I 
had required it in writing, be would 
bare giver it me. He bath more to do 
then, faid J, then to ſend it to me; I am 


416 


wylelt, 
Schoen be dee cadgatiGens: Mr Guyenet 
would have had me return to Mr Rouſſeau: but 
the weather was too fevere to permit me to nik 
my healtb; and as I had nothing new to fay to 
to ham, Mr Guyenet went bimfelf, and 
ine foon after a written paper from Mr Routleau, 
which I told him I thought infufficient, giving 
him my reaſons for thinking it 
To theic be told me be would bring an anfwer, 
— — — 
Monday moruing: to which I objected, in like 
manner, that inttead of making our Clergy eaſy, 
it would rather irritate them the more againit 
him +: 23 I 

GG 

3 within a 2.8 2 writing; => 
was notoriouſly known in the very beginning of the affair, not 
only in the country, but even in Geneva. Mr Guyenet told 
me he bad orders to make it public, as 1 al did to every one 
who had a mind to fee it. : 
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— Lfoundtherethe 


did Ga nr 4 hk wg 
tate the minds of the very body had 
— — in tha er 
cumſtance. W hat will our miniſters do? faid 
Will they defend the vhich hath 
—— — 
— its enemies? And what will you 
da” Will not this laſt per- 

M m 3 form · 

tionable; for he there made the offer of being filent, on con- 
tion of their not mole him: but it is not for culpable in- 


dividuals, as I then told GUuYE®NET, thus to make cond?- 
tions, and give law to their legal fuperiors. 


in 


repair 
publication of the Letters from the Mountains ; 


againſt 
« Agreeable to the cuſtom of the Aﬀembly, I 
was then called upon to give in my informa- 
tion; which, I appeal to all preſent, was done in 
1 the ſpirit of toleration and charity, which I have 
ever diiplayed toward Mr Rouſſeau. After this I 
| went 
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went out of the Aﬀembly, , conformably alſo to 


1 — 
liberated on the anonymous letter which the li- 
beller has inſerted, and which was addreſſed only 
to fome few members, of which I was one. On 
the contrary, it was not even publicly read, be- 
cauſe it was anonymous. 

«© The op — gy 
ven me by the Aſſembly to regulate my particu- 
— — F 


Neufchatel, March 13, 1765. 

The Aſſembly being this day met to deli- 
1 ought to take with 
« regard to Mr Rouſſeau, whoſe antichriſtian 
« ſentiments, diſplayed in his writings, and par- 
66 in his Letters from the Mountains 
& lately publiſhed, have given the greateſt ſcan- 
« dal to the whole Chriſtian church, and par- 
« ticularly to that of our own country; it was 
3 

cc 
* It is the euſtom in this aſſembly, for the paſtor of any pa- 


riſh to withdraw, when any matter is under deliberation refpec- 
ting any one or more of his own 


« Jeſus Chrift, who died for our rranſgr 
« and roſe again for aur juſtification ; 


effions, 
— 
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2 
Secretary of the venerable Aſſembly. 


* On the I quitted Neuſchatel, in or- 


taken by 
them; a filence which, neverthelcſs, 
letter-waiter aſfects, I know not 


whether the miniſters 
preſent made a fecret of the above refolution to 
| thoſe who were abſent: but I know very well 
that I made no myſtery of it to any of my abſent 
brethren, when I bad an opportunity of ſeeing 
them, And why ſhould I? when it is well known 


© On Sunday, the twenty-fourth'of March, the 
„* 


1 
pag 


4 Letter from Mr Rovsstavu, relative te the 
| preceding. 
Matiers-Travers, Aug. 8, 1765. 
« No, Sir; let them ſay what will, I 
„ ſhall never repent the praiſe I have ed 
on M. de Montmollin: I thoug 


regard to me. 


« tolled his character, with which I am unac- 


quainted. ; a 1 | 
4 praiſed neither his truth nor probity. I 
* will even conſ(-f5 that I received at firſt no 
* very agreeable impreſſions from his —_ 


| Page 386. 


aan 


| 1 11 | 
. : 
1 FEAT 


eie, 


alle 
15 FT 


—— * . 2 


46% anne relative ts the 
* — — — — 
< ſubject of iſtianity: | 

„ that I did not anack i, or denied I had any 
„ fuch intention, be would in his turn rally me 
<< ſeverely on my confidence in religion, on my 
<< perſon, and belief ; he would have me excom- 
<< municated, baniſhed ; he raiſed the whole pa- 
« riſh againſt me. He purſued me with a re- 
4% morſcleſs violence, > ” x on madneſs. 


N 
„ ent with his : ny is 


« ſcience knows no equivocation. 

« After ſhewing bimſelf fo little moderate at 
<< the beginning, be refolved to be more fo when 
« it was too late. That affectation did not ferve 
« him; and as every one faw thro? the diſguiſe, 
« he did well to return to his natural diſpoſi- 
« tien. By deſtroying his own work, in doing 
< me moe harm than good, he has acquitted me 
« of all obligations. I owe him nothing but an 
4 ment of the truth: it is what I owe 
« to myſelf; and fince he obliges me to confeſs 
« it, 1 ſhall do fo. 

« Yau defire to know what paſted between 
„ us relative to that ed 
% kn his account to the public as a churc 
= a; end dipping bis pen in that poiſoned 
« honey which proves mortal, took all the ad- 
„ yantages his ſituation afforded. For my part, 
« Sir, I ſhall unfold my narrative in that plain 
* unaffeftcd ſlyle which per ſoms of probity al- 
« ways uſe to each other. — 8714 —＋ 
« in proceſtation of my facerity. I leave it to 
= $007 red roderitacting tad idex of wath w 
« ſettle that afFaic between him and me. x 
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Anecdotes relatiee to the 
I had long fince reſolved to renounce 
apred, 


thus was 
_— When Emilus 
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character of the Vicar. Could they mat - 
ters of excom munication in the one, which 


436 Anecdotes relative tothe 


2222 5 diitarges duty to mytelf, 
„ and at the fame time di — —— 
1 
— 2 

Printed, of 


11 


Flt 


441 


J 7 iii. iii. th ts ti 


perſecution of Mr. F. F. Renſoau. 437 


ee he never in the leaſt hinted his di 
* in my He only faid once, For 
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would never permit. 
liked fitting long at table; for 
a pain to me. He 
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„ cation of which I was not 
communion ? Do they 
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« orders he had received from the Synod. Bur 
« fuppoſe theſe orders had been legally exccu- 
« ted; if they had been juſt, why did he not 
* know of them ſooner? Why did he not pre- 
« vent them, whoſe particular province it was ? 
« Why, after reading over and over the Let- 
ters from the Mountains, could he find no- 
„thing in them worthy of cenſure ? or why was 
«© he filent on that head to me, that was his pa- 
& rifhioner, as often as he came to viſit me? 
„What became of all his zeal ? Would 
4 he paſs for a blockbead, who can fee nothing 
© in a book relative to bis own profeſſion, but 
«© what is pointed out to him by others? But, 
if theſe orders were unjuſt ; 


449 Anecdotes relative to the 


« cannot tell whence M. de Monimollin 
4 took his inftruftions, when he faid there was 
«© nothing of the Inquiſition in this affair. He 
„ might have faid as juſtly 
Conſiſtory, for it is the fame thing 
* occaſion. He gives out, nay, he inſiſts, that 
+ no matter of temporal cognifance ought to 
„ he within its jurifdicti I 


ignorant, 
ty of the Council of State, with 

regard to matters of religion, they engaged 
«© them in meafures which had well nigh de- 
* prived me of the King's protection? The 
«© proper ſtep to be taken was, firſt an excom - 
% munication ; after which, freſh remonſtrances 
to the Council of State would have done the 
© buſineſs; they actually tried thoſe methods, 
4c and their preſent uncafineſs proceeds from 
& their difappointmeat in failing of fuccefs. 
« For otherwiſe, what is it to M. de Montmol- 
„% 

i f « 


« which he reſerved in petta, as the 

6 nr 
„ which he was unwilling I ſhould be prepared. 
+ It is well known, that his defign was to catch 


. re of bal 1 ds vx 
* but at the time I was cited I was extremely 


« them declared they underſood nothing No 
matter: they = _—_—_ 
« ableto leave ITY had ſtrength enough 
© to walk without ſupport; they gave themſelves 
+ no trouble on that account. Paſtoral charity, 

0 0 3 entire 


442 Anecdates relative to the 
entirely taken up with matters of faith, never 
« ſtoops to the mean and fordid concerns of ter- 
„ refined alfa; 
paſſed in the 


i then to my ad- 
% miſfion to the communion. His zeal, accord - 


nt my 
« book of which he now complains? Who was 


% it 


NH of Mr. J. — of 

« it aſſected to make a frightful 
* himfelf and afro. 5 
c that W who 
* could have known that I had committed fo e- 
„ normous a crime, as to prove that the Council 
* of Geneva had wrongfully condemned we, if 
* pains had not been taken to paint fo extra- 


« Jous follower of M. de Montmollin, that learn- 
„ ed blackſmith, whom he fo often cites as an 
«© evidence; that ſcholar, who is at 
j of horfe-ſhoes and books 
am willing to believe he can 
» through » whole line wit: 
ſpelling; and who — 
« rabble can do ſo much? If 
«© at the words and mirac 
« of the book, they would imagine 
«© reading a book of devotion ; ww 1 — 
«© was a good man, _ —_— God 
« bleſs him! he edifies us greatly. But they bad 
* —— — — 
„ minable wretch, who faid there was no God, 
„ and that women had no fouls ; fo that, with - 
out reflefting on what they might read to the 


2 repeated in their turn, like 
W Lupe ger 


«© Antichriſt; he fbould be excommunicated, and 
© burnt. They were charitably anfwered, no 
222 Go you on with your clamours ; leave 
% the buſineſs to us, and all will be well. 
The uſual method of the church-gentry 
« ſeems to me extremely well edle e 
* cr 


6 ſecret intrigues, which will 


« ments. Rauſau has been ary 
„ to my opinion. That is no fault of mine; I have 


« might Hill, with a little addreſs, have preſcr- 
ved his dignity, and recovered his reputation. 


© to forgive thoſe we have attempted to injure, 
than thoſe to whom we have done the injur 
in fact. to ſee that credit on whi 


« his enterprizes, whom be calls to bear teſtr̃ 
„% mony that it was not done thro” his means. 


« Far from it: in the next meeting of the ſynod, 
2 le another method, tounded on ihe 
prince”s 


I have not entered upon the point of right: 
I have teſolved to meddle no more with that 
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jade if for ſuch purpoſes uſually employ 
„ the moſt honeſt means; hoe — 
= into a diſcuſhon of matters that would 
* draw a figh from virtue berſelſ. 

« In the former part of my letter I mention- 
« ed facts, in to thoſe advanced by 
* M. de Montmollin. He bad the artifice to make 
* uſe of circumſtances to which I could anſwer 
* nothing, but by a true recital of all that paſs- 
« ed. From the different aſſertions on both fades, 
00 muſt conclude one of us to be a liar, and 
allow the tety of that concluſion. 
Wen 1 would finiſh my letter and dif- 
* patch it in haſte, I am ſtill rurning over new 
* leaves. Reflections innumerable offer them - 
« ſelves, and one muſt not always a- new. 
<< Yer I cannot paſs over what I have this mo- 
„ ment before me. What ball aur minifters do? 
* (it is faid;) ball they defend the 2 at- 
„ tacked ſo openly by its enemies ? It is I, there- 
< fore, who am this enemy to the Goſpel, be- 
« cauſe I reſent the manner in which they dif- 
« figure and degrade it. Why do not the pre- 
„ tended defenders imitate the method I would 
«<< eſtabliſh? Why do not they make uſe of fuch 
parts as conduce to their edification, in ten- 
«* dering them good and juſt, and lay afide fuch 
« as are of fervice to nobody, and which they 
„ underſtand no better than myſelf ? 

* If a native of this country had dared to ad- 
« vance, in words or writing, any thing near 
te what has been done by Mr. , would 
rn 

certainly; I dare believe fo for the 
a What would then be- 
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« doth not exiſt at Moti rs, on 
« demn me; and they made uſe of it at Motiers 
«© to excommunicate me. You muſt own that I 
« ama in a pretty ſituation! It was certainly in 
% one of his gay humours that M. de Mont- 
„ mollin reafoned in that manner. 
« He diverts himſelf in the fame way in a 
mark onthe offer I made to the ſynod, 


« But the beſt of all is, his calling the gen- 
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« and that I have, thank God, no 
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Accept, Sir, my beſt reſpecta, &c. 


